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opportunities of conveying to the Presidents and Councils of both our said
Presidencies such parts of this letter as may be proper for their information
and in a particular manner what respects our resolution as to treasure.
4.    We shall pass over the beforementioned triplicate of your letter by the
Marlborough until your consultations are received and well considered because
from the lights at present before us there appears such flagrant instances of
weak management, such gross neglects of our interest that, were the facts
properly established, would oblige us to animadvert on your conduct in the
severest terms.   However, we are willing to hope that many things may be
cleared up more to our satisfaction and your credit.
5.   The gentlemen whom we have appointed to be the Committee of
Secrecy this season are Laurence Sulivan, the present Chairman of the Court
of Directors, Roger Drake Esqre  Deputy, Christopher Burrow, Nathaniel
Newnham and Henry Plant Esqres, three of whom arc a quorum.   The instruc-
tions and directions the said Committee may think proper to send are to be
strictly observed and complied with by all and every the person or persons
to whom they are directed.
6.    The war with France is still continued with great vigour and we have
the pleasure of saying that, by the steady conduct of our Government and the
superior force and success of the British Navy, that of France is greatly reduced
and the remainder confined in a great measure to their ports; their commerce
likewise is at the lowest ebb.   The only efforts of consequence the French make
by sea and seem to be most [intent] upon are the East Indies where also we
flatter ourselves, from the early intelligence which all our settlements have
had of the naval and land forces under the command of Messieurs Dache and
Lally and the great loss as we have been informed those forces have met with
by sickness, they will make no great impression.   We have lately received
intelligence from Ilia Grande at the [Brazils] that in the month of May last
four large French ships were at that place being part of a fleet of eleven which
sailed together from France and that the said four ships were waiting for the
remaining seven in order to proceed in company to the East Indies.  Whether
they had any one or what number of land forces on board we are not informed,
nor whether any other French ships sailed last season for India.
7.    We have made applications to His Majesty's ministers for some ships
to proceed to the East Indies to reinforce the fleet now there and we flatter
ourselves from the favourable reception we met with our request will be
complied with as far as may be consistent with the general service of the
nation in any other parts of the world,
8.    It is our intention to supply all our settlements this season with as
many recruits and with as large quantities of military stores as our ships can
conveniently carry.   With the respect to the recruits we are under great diffi-
culties in raising them but our utmost endeavours shall be exerted to send
as many as possible which we hope will be at least sixty on each ship.
9.   We have so often arid pressitxgly recommended your being oil ,your
guard that we need only refer you for the same to our several letters since the
cooamejacement of title war and we shall rest assured that there will be no care
wanted on your parts to frustrate as much as lays in yew power all attempts
of the enemy wherever they may be directed.